Molecular characterization of further dystrophin gene microsatellites.
Microsatellites of the dystrophin gene have been used extensively in the genetic analysis of Duchenne and Becker muscular dystrophy families. The microsatellites that have been reported to date are clustered within disparate regions of the dystrophin gene, specifically at the 5'-end and in the central rod-domain. YACs encompassing the gene were screened for further microsatellites to improve the density of available genetic markers. Four microsatellites were localized to defined regions of the dystrophin gene by the analysis of patient DNA samples, somatic cell hybrids and YACs. In addition, varying combinations of microsatellite loci were amplified in multiplex PCRs, which complement those loci that have been studied to date.